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____________________________________________________________ 

Happy Spring! 

It is hard to believe that the spring season is upon us! Here at the Supreme Council, we wish 
you all the best as the flowers begin to bloom and the birds begin to chirp once again. This is 
the first RTC and OC newsletter of 2018, and we are thrilled to share with you what has been 

done and what is to come. In this edition, we will be discussing the quickly approaching 
Celebrating the Craft, our incredibly successful Scottish Rite Scholarship Luncheon, and much 

more!  

Thank you for your continued support, and stay tuned for our next quarterly newsletter this 
summer! 

______________________________________________________________________________    

Dates & Deadlines 
Celebrating the Craft 

Saturday, May 19, 2018 
6:30-11:30pm 

 
Orient Chairman Conference Call 

Thursday, May 31, 2018 
1pm EST 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Action Items: 

 

Celebrating the Craft 2018 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS—the 2018 Celebrating the Craft (CTC) will air LIVE via the web 
Saturday, May 19, from 6:30–11:30 pm (Eastern Time)! Every year, CTC provides an 
evening of entertainment and learning that showcases Freemasonry, the Scottish Rite, and the 
talents and accomplishments of Brothers throughout the Southern Jurisdiction. The event 
features performances by Scottish Rite Brothers and interviews with families and clinicians 
from our RiteCare Scottish Rite Childhood Language Program (SRCLP). Video chats with 
Valleys celebrating around the country are also highlighted throughout the evening. Last year, 
97 Valleys participated in CTC raising an astounding $450,000! Gifts ranged from $5 to 
$150,000. 

This year, we have a group of extraordinary brethren ready to enthusiastically showcase their 
talents to the nation, as well as a remarkable lineup of games, interviews, and performances 
that are sure to entertain! In 2018, we introduced our newest initiative, “The Rite Change.” We 
ask for your help with starting a spare change collection jar called: The Rite Change. We hope 
your valley and members with businesses will place a collection jar out for spare change. All 
donations will be going towards Scottish Rite 501(c)(3) charities. We are incredibly grateful for 
your support. For more information visit www.scottishriteorg. 

CTC 2018 is going to be a spectacular evening! Valleys have the ability to call in via Skype to 
chat with us or simply to donate. Your generous support will not only help to raise funds for 
your Valley 501(c)(3) charity and the Rebuilding the Temple Campaign, but will also be a 
fantastic opportunity to promote membership in the Scottish Rite and encourage positive 
public relations. All donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. The House of the 
Temple Historic Preservation Foundation, Inc., supports the Rebuilding the Temple Campaign 
to preserve and restore the historic House of the Temple. All donors will receive a letter of 
acknowledgement of their tax-deductible donation. 

We are looking forward to a wildly entertaining and enormously successful CTC 2018! You 
make events like this possible! 

Thank you. 

 

http://www.scottishriteorg/
https://scottishrite.org/development/foundations/house-of-the-temple-foundation/
https://scottishrite.org/development/foundations/house-of-the-temple-foundation/
https://scottishrite.org/development/giving/rebuilding-the-temple/


 

CTC 2018 Scottish Rite Has Talent Finalists Just Announced! 

Jeffrey A. Bolstad, 33° Valley of Helena, MT Cowboy Poetry 
Robert M. Bowles III, 32° Valley of St. Louis, MO Vocalist/Guitarist 

Lon M. Duquette, 32° Valley of Long Beach, CA Vocalist/Guitarist 
Jack B Hood, 32° District of Balboa, Valley of Miami, FL Banjo 

Timothy L. Ishmael, 32° Valley of Guthrie, OK Vocalist/Guitarist 
*Peter H Johnson Jr, 32° Valley of Tucson, AZ Tenor Sax 

*Franklin L. Raines Jr, KCCH Valley of Washington, DC Elvis Tribute Artist 
*John Walter Sayne, 32° Valley of Knoxville, TN Pianist 

Dillon G. Smith, 32° Valley of Seattle, WA Electric Guitar/Vocalist 
*Kenneth D. Theobald, 32° Valley of Atlanta, GA Vocalist 

 

 

We are still looking for volunteers to take part in our live Skype sessions, assist with 
our phone bank, and to serve as audience members during the live show. There will 

even be opportunities for you to participate in the program throughout the night! Dress 
code for the evening is casual. 

 

For more information about CTC, please contact  
Matt Szramoski at mszramoski@scottishrite.org or  

202–777–3143. 
 

*** 

mailto:mszramoski@scottishrite.org
https://scottishrite.org/development/giving/celebrate/


Quarterly Highlights: 

Scottish Rite Scholarship Luncheon  
Tuesday, February 13, 2018 

 

 
Grand Commander Ronald Seale, President Thomas LeBlanc, and the 2017-2018 Scottish Rite Scholarship recipients.  

Photo by Kia Boone 

 

On Tuesday, February 13, 2018, the Supreme Council celebrated a remarkable group of 
students from the George Washington University. These students, both undergraduates and 
graduates, were the extraordinary recipients of the 2017-2018 Scottish Rite scholarships and 
fellowships. Every year, the House of the Temple opens its doors to these scholars for a 
luncheon in their honor. This year, Grand Commander Seale began by welcoming the students 
and asking them to make themselves at home. 

The luncheon was held in the Temple’s George Washington Banquet Hall, a room that 
appropriately features two large portraits of the University’s namesake. Along with Grand 
Commander Seale, GW’s newest president, Thomas LeBlanc, was in attendance. In his 
remarks, President LeBlanc highlighted the longstanding relationship between GW and the 
Scottish Rite, a partnership that began in 1927 when the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry made a 
gift of $1 million over ten years to the university. Over the years, the Scottish Rite has provided 
hundreds of scholarships and fellowships to GW students, lessening the financial burden of 



their academic careers. For most students, however, the scholarship is much more than tuition 
dollars. It represents family, fraternity, and service. 

Alexandra Hale, a senior in the Elliott School of International Affairs at the George Washington 
University and a Scottish Rite Scholarship recipient spoke at the luncheon. “Obviously, these 
Scholarships offer each of us a measure of financial freedom, but for me personally, it has been 
so much more,” said Hale, who has also worked at the Temple for the past year as an intern. 
“This award has been a driving force motivating me to work hard every day to earn the right to 
this Scholarship and to honor its legacy.”  

Each recipient must have a Scottish Rite family relation in order to qualify for the scholarship, 
and for Hale, that connection is very special. “My grandfather's commitment to a life squarely 
dedicated to fraternity and service was a gift that had far-reaching consequences that I am sure 
he would have never expected,” she professed. “My grandfather was the embodiment of all 
things Masonic.” 

As the luncheon came to an end, Hale shared one final thought. "It still takes my breath away 
when I walk up the steps of this stunning building. It is nothing short of inspiring. I truly feel a 
kinship here – we are like a great big family – and whether I am giving tours as an intern here 
at the Temple or taking a class on amphibious warfare at GW, I try to channel my grandfather’s 
sense of service and commitment – I am forever grateful for the Scottish Rite.” 

Hale’s sentiments were echoed among the recipients throughout the luncheon, each student 
eager to express their thanks. Because of you, these bright students will not only be able to 
pursue their academic dreams, but also make an incredible difference in the world.  

Thank you for your generosity and unwavering support.  

 

*** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT US 

Supreme Council, 33° 
Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, SJ 

1733 16th Street NW 
Washington, DC 20009-3103 

www.scottishrite.org 
7am – 5pm, Monday - Thursday 


