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While leading a patrol through a restricted canyon First Lieutenant Louis J. Van Schaick emerge into an 
open area to discover approximately 150 insurgents his unit had been tracking had stop and were 
preparing an ambush for the patrol.  Realizing instantly that his men were moving in a column and could 
not deploy. Lieutenant Van Schaick immediately rushed forward engaging the insurgents at close range 
disrupting their preparations and throwing them into complete confusion.  He is credited with killing 3 
insurgents in the ensuing melee.  His actions provided enough time for the patrol to exit the canyon and 
deploy and rout the insurgents.  For his selfless bravery, Lieutenant Van Schaick was recommended for 
the Medal of Honor.  This brief account sounds like an event that could have happened anytime in the 
last ten years in Iraq, Afghanistan or the Philippines in support of Operations Enduring Freedom or Iraqi 
Freedom, in fact many similar events have happen.  However, this occurred in the Philippines near 
Nasugbu-Batangas, but it was the 23rd of November 1901 well over one hundred years ago.  On 19 May 
1913 Lieutenant Van Schaick received the Medal of Honor.  This was not his first act of putting himself in 
harm’s way for his fellow soldiers.  On the 5th of September while leading a patrol crossing the Barac 
River Private Alexander J. Hewison fell off the mule he was riding and being unable to swim began to 
drown.  Schaick immediately dropped his pistol belt and jumped in a rescued the drowning soldiers.  For 
this action he would receive the “Silver Life Saving Medal”. 

Van Schaick would continue serving in the Philippines for nine years.  While there he would hold the 
governorship of Cavite province 1905 through 1907 and then four years as the governor of Mindoro.  
While in the Philippines he will gain a reputation as a problem solver.  He would be nominated for a 
second Medal of Honor. He was recommendation for a second Medal of Honor, but does not receive it.  
He received a Distinguished Service Medal for "running down ladrones in Luzon.  He did receive a Purple 
Heart medal for wounds received in other encounters with insurgents. 

He returned to the United States and served as an intelligence officer in the Mexican Expedition chasing 
Poncho Villa assigned in the Columbus New Mexico base camp. Then training for the first Expeditionary 
force sent to France where he would rise to the rank of Colonel, and temporary command of the 20th 
Infantry Division in October of 1918.  It is while he is training troop in Arizona that he will be responsible 
for unmasking a member of the German General Staff who is caught making maps of the southwestern 
United States. Following his very brief assignment with the Twentieth Infantry Division he went to 
Europe and serve as the Inspector General of Army of Occupation in Coblenz. Returning from Europe he 
was sent to Fort Leavenworth for the staff college.  He would remain there for the next five years first as 
a student and then a member of the faculty.  Upon permanent promotion to Colonel in 1924 he was the 
Director of the National Guard and Reserve School.  He would return to the Philippines where served as 
a senior advisor Philippine military and civil administration.  After thirty-five years of active service he 
retired and accepted a position with Benguet Consolidated Mining Company.   

It would be nice to report that COL Van Schaick lived out his days in the islands where he had displayed 
so many acts of personal heroism, but that is not what happened.  Following his retirement he was an 
active member of the American community in the Philippines, articles abound of the many social, 
cultural and fraternal activities that he and his wife were involved in.  But, in 1942 that came to an end 
with the Japanese invasion and occupation of the Philippines.  The Van Schaick’s were both interned in 
the infamous Baguio Internment Camp.  In July of that year the old warhorse suffered a stroke that left 
him bed ridden in the camp hospital under the care of his wife Nellie.  They were moved from Camp 
John Hay to Camp Holmes in the Trinidad Valley in north Manila and were in Bilibid when the 37th 
Infantry liberated both the Santo Tomas POW camp and the internment camp on the 4th of February 



Leading from the Front Louis J. Van Schaick.            Herb Merrick, 33º, IGH 

1945.  Along with most of the military prisons he was sent for medical care at STIC.  Unfortunately, he 
passed into the great reward on the 14th of February. 


