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Freemasonry Builds its Temples in the Hearts of Men – Salve Frater 
     Etched words that first meet entrants to the House of 
the Temple in Washington D.C. are carved on the eagles 
supporting a table in the main entryway. The words are a 
Latin phrase, “Salve Frater”, meaning “Welcome 
Brother”: A simple greeting and yet filled with much 
more meaning than a simple “hello”.  To a brother 
seeking light, comfort, companionship, or aid, the words 
“welcome, brother” provide sanctuary, safety, brotherly 
love and relief.  Beginning with the Fellowcraft Degree 
and continuing through the Master of the Royal Secret, 
the philosophy of brotherly love and relief have been taught and, through regular 
practice, been perfected. Our strength is our willingness to do for others and give 
generously.  Our weakness is not being able to seek and ask for succor should we find 
ourselves on the other end of fate. It is a tragedy when we need brotherly love and 
relief and we don’t ask for it.  Like withholding our charity to others, to deny another 
brother an opportunity to help us is likewise selfish.  When we deny our brother the 
ability to practice the valuable lessons we teach, by relieving us when necessary, is 
worse than failing to offer him relief in his affliction. Pride is not a virtue.  Prudence: 
The ability to govern and discipline oneself by the use of reason, is a cardinal Masonic 
virtue. Sometimes, prudence requires us to let go of pride and grab onto our brothers 
so that they may catch us when we fall. Only when we receive charity do we learn the 
best way to dispense it to others when our fortune is restored. 
 
Virus Throws American Way of Life into Chaos 

     The impact of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
crisis reaction by all levels of our government, 
the exacerbating of the panic by media outlets, 
and the impositions on so many of our cherished 
rights and freedoms have created chaos on a 
scale not seen since the world was at war in 1944.  
As with all fraternal organizations and religious 
institutions, we have not been able to gather and 
personally assess the well-being of our brothers.  

In place of our April Stated Meeting, we met online to discuss ways to fulfill our 
obligations to befriend and benefit our brothers, their widows and orphans.  The 
challenge was not the dispensing of charity but ascertaining who might be in need and 
how best to make relief happen. At the very least, it was our desire to reach out to our 
membership and let them know their brothers stand shoulder-to-shoulder.   
     The first thing we recognize is that the longer we allow the government to keep us 
locked out of jobs, commerce, social and fraternal gatherings, and our places of 
worship, the greater the hardship will be both mentally and financially.  We are 
particularly concerned about brothers who are young in their career and therefore 
without resources to weather long-term unemployment.  Similarly, we are concerned 
about retirees who have, for various reasons, had expenses that went beyond normal 
means or support that was rendered unavailable for the time being.  If we haven’t 
contacted you, dear brother, then this article is your call.  Please call us, write, email, 
text, or somehow connect with us to let us know you received our signal and are doing 
well or need to hear from us, your brothers, to help you through this perilous time. 
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Salve Frater! 
Greetings from your 
‘socially distanced’ Valley 
of Fort Leavenworth and the 
Armed Forces Scottish Rite 
(AFSR) Bodies. Strange 
times are these. I do hope 
you are surviving your time 
of splendid isolation well 
but I also understand that 
such times can be difficult, 
especially for those of us of 
somewhat advanced years. 
Here in your Valley, we have initiated 
a program called, ‘Delivering on Our 
Obligation’ with the objective of 
setting up a network of support for our 
“…distressed brothers, their widows 
and orphans” as we have all obligated 
ourselves to do. We have made contact 
with our Craft family in the northeast 
Kansas region, who we know may have 
some issues and have provided them 

with contact information for 
brother(s) who will assist 
them as they may require. 
Most have indicated that 
they are managing their 
affairs but all appreciate the 
offer of assistance should it 
be required. 
One of the unique strengths 
of the AFSR that works 
against us in this situation is 
that our membership is 

widely dispersed throughout the United 
States and, in fact, in some cases 
globally. Obviously, the Valley cannot 
directly assist a brother, widow or 
orphan residing at great distance from 
the Greater Leavenworth Metropolitan 
Area but the Masonic fraternity casts a 
wide net. So if you are retired in the 
Carolinas or California or Florida and 
you do not have contact with a nearby 
Valley or Lodge and either you or a 

distressed widow of a brother requires 
assistance, get on our web site 
(https://aasr.signaleer.us/all-brother-
call/) and let us know the location and 
details of the situation. We can help 
find a Valley or Lodge near you and 
initiate contact to try and coordinate 
relief in time of need. 
You will also note that the application 
on the website offers an option to 
provide assistance. If instead you are 
looking for an opportunity to help out 
in your local area, let us know and we’ll 
pass your contact information on to a 
local Blue Lodge or Valley so that you 
can join in their efforts to provide 
relief. 
We keep all of the Craft in our prayers 
in this difficult time. Be well… 
 
Warm Fraternal Regards,  
 
 
THOMAS A. DIALS, 33o IGH 
 Personal Representative

 

Our Scottish Rite Creed 
Human progress is our cause, liberty of thought our supreme wish, 

freedom of conscience our mission, and the guarantee 
of equal rights to all people everywhere our ultimate goal. 

 
In Memoriam 

 
With regrets, we report 
that the following brother 
has been admitted to the 
Celestial Lodge above: 
 

 
 
 

James L Weatherall, 33º, IGH 
Dardanelle, AR 

Fall 1971 Class (Little Rock) 
Feb 20, 1948 – Apr 15, 2020 

     Bro. James served as Grand Master of Arkansas in 1990 and Grand Secretary 
from 1991 to 2010 and again in 2012. He served in many roles for many Masonic 
organizations including as President of the Conference of Grand Secretaries of 
North America in 2005-2006.  Although our brother passed away much too young, 
he fully folded his life into Masonry and lived fully by its credos.   
     In 2017, without trial or due process, like many of his Arkansas brethren, Bro. 
Weatherall found himself outside Masonry looking in.  For someone whose life 
was Masonry and family interwoven, he sought Masonry again; as a Kansas 
Mason. He was an active, attending member of Hancock Lodge #311 since 2018 
and an Armed Forces Scottish Rite member since March of 2020.  
     Bro. James held in high veneration the members of our Valley who worked 
tirelessly to ensure his restoration in the Rite. He held dear neither the titles nor the 
honors collected, but the very essence of fraternity; brotherhood, and belonging 
once again to a collection of men he could call friends and brothers

     Thank you to all who continue to 
support the Scottish Rite and the charities 
that benefit from dues and donations.  The 
accounting tool we implemented last year 
made my work much more efficient and 

accurate.   I continue to use a local 
accounting firm in a limited fashion to 
ensure timely and accurate completion of 
all state and federal forms The Audit 
Committee reviewed and approved as 
accurate our 2019 financial records.  A 
financial report is posted monthly online 
and available to every member.    

Always feel free to contact me if you have 
any questions concerning the financial 
aspects of our organization. 
 
Notes from Bro. Richard Nieman, 32º, 
KCCH, Treasurer.

Bro. Weatherall 

Delivering on our Obligation 

Financial Transparency 
Treasurer’s Notes 
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     In October we announced an All-
Membership Survey. Forty-nine (49) 
of our members, nearly 25% of our 
active membership, responded.  It was 
a long survey, taking 15 minutes or 
more, and our members stepped up to 
the challenge.  Valley leadership is 
very grateful for over 12 hours of 
combined survey time, the six months 
of preparation, and over 40 hours of 
results compilation and analysis to 
bring the results to you.   
    The survey was intended to give 
Valley leadership valuable information 
for planning the future of Scottish Rite 
on Fort Leavenworth.   
     A survey of this depth was not 
available from other sources.  
Exhaustive effort was made to see if a 
comprehensive baseline of Member 
Satisfaction had already been made but 
none had been found.  Our survey and 
its results are our baseline: A 
benchmark from which we can track 
how decisions made now effect the 
satisfaction of current members and the 
attractiveness to perspective members.    
    Interesting findings include the fact 
that our largest age group are the 80-
89-year-old members. The largest 
group of survey respondents came from 
the 70-79 age group. The most favored 
event type is Education which received 
the same number of votes as Ritual, 
Social and Philanthropy combined.  

    
A complete compilation of the survey 
and the results including graphics are 
available to all members in our shared 
Dropbox folder.  If you want to access 
the file and need access information, 
send a request to: 
secretary@armedforcessr.org.   
  
  

    “It is not generally known that Fort 
Leavenworth has a Scottish Rite Lodge 
of Perfection, the only one of its kind in 
the United States and, perhaps in the 
world. It is known as the Army Lodge 
of Perfection and has authority to 
confer as high as the fourteenth degree 
in Scottish Rite Masonry. 

     For years there has been at the Fort 
a Masonic Blue lodge, working under 
authority of the supreme body of the 
United States, its work be confined to 
the Army and Navy, the lodge being 
prohibited from making a civilian a 
master a Mason. But it was not until 
1887 or 1888 that authority was 
obtained to confer the perfection 
degrees, and the charter only permits 
them to confer as high as the 
fourteenth. However, there is a deputy 
inspector general at the Post who can 
confer the thirty-second degree.” As 
printed in the Leavenworth Post, dated 
January 28, 1908 titled Masonic Lodge 
of Perfection. 
       This is just one of myriad jewels of 
our Masonic history on Fort 
Leavenworth unearthed by Ill. Bro. 
Dick Wright, 33º, IGH. He has taken on 
the mission to fill in a lot of holes in our 
historical record leading up to the 
dedication of Danial H. Boughton 
Memorial Hall in June 1922.   
       “It’s been eye-opening to read the 
records written by the founders of 
Masonry on Fort Leavenworth. The 
problems they faced and the concerns 
they expressed are as relevant today as 
they were then. We can learn how to fix 
many of our problems by following the 
trails they blazed a century ago,” said 
Rick Reichert, 33º. 

Our resident his-
torian, Ill Bro. 
Richard “Dick” 
Wright, 33º, has 
been industrious 
in his pursuit of all 
history Masonic 

on Fort Leavenworth. From sources 
dating back even before Kansas 
statehood, he has discovered that the 
military and Masonic history of the 
Fort are more intertwined than we 
could have ever imagined.  For over 
160 years, Masons have played major 
roles on all fields of battle from before 
the Civil War through the latest forays 
in Afghanistan. Beyond mere 
speculation, we know many Military 
careers were shaped by their Masonic 
affiliations.  Bro. Dick is compiling the 
history for a commemorative pamphlet 
that will be published as part of the 
Boughton Centennial celebration. 

Boughton Memorial Hall 
Whether you have enjoyed the great 
inheritance that is Boughton Hall or 
have never set foot in the building, your 
membership in Armed Forces Scottish 
Rite Bodies makes you a fellow owner 
of an absolutely unique and precious 
Masonic jewel. Designed, built and 
paid for by bold brothers who went 
before us, we have been handed a fully 
functional Masonic showcase.   

Restoration and Preparation 
As with any inheritance from antiquity, 
they must be occasionally polished and 
refreshed. Boughton Hall is not just a 
working facility, home to Hancock 
Lodge, Armed Forces Scottish Rite, 
and other Masonic groups, it is also one 
of the few remaining historic Masonic 
landmarks in Kansas.  Your gifts to 
Boughton’s 501c3 fund continue to be 
greatly needed and wisely used. 

Mark Your Calendar 
On Saturday, June 25, 2022, we will 
celebrate the 100th anniversary of the 
establishment of our current Masonic 
Temple on Fort Leavenworth. The date 
may seem far into the future, but please 
mark your calendar now and plan to 
make the pilgrimage to the only private 
Masonic facility on any military post. 

Membership Value 
Survey Results – Finally! 

Boughton Centennial Update 
Celebrating 100 Years 

Masonic History on Post 
Historian Researches Heritage 
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     In the fourth degree, we were 
introduced to the Kabbalah or Tree of 
Life.  Therein is a brief discussion of the 
ten attributes of God in 
which He identifies 
Himself and how He 
creates both the physical 
and higher metaphysical 
realms.  These ten 
attributes are all linked 
through twenty-two path-
ways equaling the number 
of letters in the Hebrew 
alphabet.  These added 
together with the ten attributes 
equals thirty-two; the number of names 
for God found in thirty-two verses of 
Genesis.  But this concept predates the 
writing of the Hebrew Bible or Tanakh. 
First mention is found in Assyrian 
writings around 2500 BCE. In the 10th 
century BCE, Chaldeans and Israelites 
had this symbol as the ability to produce 
many new ideas.  We use it today as a 
tool to frame our thinking to achieve a 
higher level of learning. 

     The Blazing Star or five-pointed 
pentagram is rooted in the work of 
ancient Greek Pythagoras of Samos.  In 
antiquity, Pythagoras was credited with 
mathematical and scientific discoveries, 
including the Pythagorean theorem, 

Pythagorean tuning, the five 
regular solids, the Theory of 
Proportions, the sphericity 
of the Earth, and the identity 
of the morning and evening 
stars as the planet Venus.  
Whether it was Pythagoras 
has been debated since the 
times of Plato and 
Aristotle.  The 
Blazing Star is 

unique: It represents 
both light and beauty; two 
important Masonic concepts.  
Further, in its Pythagorean 
form, the Blazing Star also contains the 
golden ratio.  This ratio is what makes 
items in nature pleasing to the eye.  It 
represents an effort to perfect one’s self 
or a motivation to bring light into a 
world of darkness.  
     Pythagoras, or his disciple Plato, 
provides the Scottish Rite Mason with 

another symbol to contemplate: The 
tetractys.  Pythagoras was not only a 
mathematician but a philosopher, so in 
his mathematics are also philosophical 
discussion.  In Plato’s seventh book, he 
discusses the concept of the Tetracy 
Pythagoreanism; ten points of light in a 
pyramid or triangle. At the points are 
represented three concepts; prudence, 
drive and good fortune.  The points also 
have a meaning: At the apex is a single 
point of no magnitude, two points a line, 
three points a plane and four a solid.  The 
importance of this concept is introduced 

in craft Masonry and should be 
connected to the teaching of 
the 32º tetractys.  They are also 
reflected in current 
philosophic teaching on the 
ethical triangle where the 
leader must balance principles, 

virtues and consequences for each of his 
actions. 
     By Brother Herbert F. Merrick, 33º, IGH, 
as part of his “Short Articles” series. Herb is 
an Assistant Professor in the Department 
Joint, Interagency and Multinational 
Operations at the Command and General 
Staff College on Fort Leavenworth. 
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